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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2011
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY  
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
University plans to expand health programs
Grand Valley’s Board of Trustees, at a  
November 4 meeting, approved the purchase  
of land in downtown Grand Rapids so the  
university can eventually expand its health  
care programs.
The 1.6 acre site is adjacent to the university’s 
Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences on 
Grand Rapids’ Medical Mile on Michigan 
Street. Rockford Development Group, LLC 
assembled the site and offered to sell the 
property to the university. The 15 parcels 
are bordered by Hastings and Trowbridge 
streets and Lafayette and Prospect avenues. 
Grand Valley will purchase the property 
for $3.25 million for the expansion of the 
university’s health care programs.
Grand Valley is the region’s No. 1 provider 
of health care workers, and 5,000 students 
currently study in one of the university’s 
health care programs. CHS opened in 2003. It 
is full to capacity, and university officials said  
additional laboratories and classrooms are 
needed to accommodate enrollment demand.
“There’s no question that we need to find 
room for more students who want to study at 
Grand Valley in one of the health care fields,” 
President Thomas J. Haas said. “We have 
obligations as a university 
to educate the health care 
workers of our future, 
and we also understand 
we have an obligation 
as an anchor on Grand 
Rapids’ Medical Mile. 
“That means being 
responsible to the city 
and to those who will 
personally be affected 
by our expansion plans. 
We’re excited to continue 
our investment in the area 
and we’re committed to 
being a good neighbor.”
Grand Valley plans to 
purchase the property 
before the end of the year. 
Rockford Development 
Group would manage 
the site until the 
university is ready to begin construction.
The university is still working on identifying 
which health-related programs would 
be placed in a building to be constructed 
on the Lafayette-Hastings site. 
Once that is determined, the building will 
be designed. Residents of the property 
in the Belknap Lookout neighborhood, 
most of whom are renters, would be 
given one year’s notice of the university’s 
plans to begin developing the site. 
Across Campus
Loth named interim 
vice president for 
University Development
President Thomas J. 
Haas named Karen Loth 
interim vice president for 
University Development. 
The appointment becomes 
effective when current 
vice president Maribeth 
Wardrop retires at the 
end of the year. Loth is 
currently an assistant 
vice president for 
Development and joined 
Grand Valley in 2000.
Haas said the move will ensure stability until a 
permanent replacement for Wardrop is found. 
“I appreciate all of Maribeth’s hard work on 
behalf of the university,” Haas said. “And I have 
full faith and confidence in Karen’s leadership 
abilities during this time of transition as 
we search for a new vice president.”
Gayle R. Davis, provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs, is chairing the search  
committee, which is currently reviewing 
applicants for the position.
Accountability Report 
shows solid return 
on investment
National and state data show that Grand Valley 
continues to excel in the areas of graduation 
rates, alumni working in Michigan and 
keeping down the cost of a college degree. The 
university issued its fifth Accountability Report 
at its November 4 Board of Trustees meeting.
The report has been cited as a national model  
for universities to prove their return on 
investment. Grand Valley puts together the 
report using sourced data that shows Grand 
Valley attracts students with academic 
performances in the top tier for the state’s 
public universities. It shows Grand Valley is 
efficient, student-centered and a powerful  
economic engine for Michigan.
Highlights from this year’s report are: 
• Grand Valley’s graduation rate is near the 
top of the 15 public universities in the state. 
• Of recent graduates who are employed, 
84 percent are working in Michigan.
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Students majoring in physical therapy and occupational therapy work in a 
computer lab in the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences. Grand Valley 
will purchase land near CHS, allowing for its health professions and nursing 
programs to expand.
continues on page 2
Karen Loth
2  FORUM  | NOVEMBER 14, 2011
Across Campus
FORUM 
Volume 36, Number 12
The GVSU Forum is published by the News  
and Information Services Office. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items 
to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu .  
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.  
Web: www.gvsu.edu/forum.
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at  
www.gvsu.edu/forum .
News and Information Services Staff:
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president 
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant 
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist 
Michele Coffill, associate director of publications 
Nate Hoekstra. communications specialist 
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist 
Leah Zuber, communications specialist 
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager 
Elizabeth Lienau, photography coordinator 
Amanda Pitts, photographer
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal 
opportunity institution.
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
Matthew Downey, program 
director, Johnson Center
Matthew Downey, program director of 
nonprofit services at the Johnson Center 
for Philanthropy, was awarded the Young 
Nonprofit Professional of the Year award 
by the Young Nonprofit Professionals 
Network of Greater Grand Rapids.
Downey was given the award at the  
organization’s leadership awards event on  
November 3.
Downey thanked the group and said he was 
a “nonprofit for life” person, adding that 
he was honored to receive the award.
Miles Wilson, director of Philanthropic and 
Nonprofit Services, said, “I’ve known Matthew 
Downey for three years now as a colleague 
and a leader in the West Michigan Nonprofit 
community. His dedication to supporting the 
capacity of regional nonprofits to achieve 
their worthy goals embodies the definition of 
commitment, service, and community building.”
The YNPN Professional of the Year award 
goes to someone who excels in their work, and 
seeks ways to make a nonprofit service better. 
Downey has 20 years 
of experience in the 
nonprofit field. 
Before his tenure 
with the Johnson 
Center, Downey 
worked with a wide 
array of nonprofit 
organizations, 
including the Irving S. 
Gilmore International 
Keyboard Festival, St. 
Mary’s Hospital for 
Children in Bayside, 
New York, and the 
Queens Borough Public Library in Jamaica,  
New York.
Downy is also the vice president of Wellspring/
Cori Terry and Dancers, which is a professional 
nonprofit modern dance company in 
Kalamazoo, and serves as a board member 
of Indian Trails Camp in Grand Rapids.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in nonprofit 
arts administration from Butler University 
and a master’s degree in public and nonprofit 
administration from Grand Valley.
GVFaces
• In 10 years, Grand Valley’s enrollment has gone up more than 44 
percent, with students from all but one county in Michigan.
• Grand Valley’s tuition remains in the bottom half of Michigan’s  
universities.
• Grand Valley receives the lowest state funding per student of any of  
Michigan’s public universities.
• The university pumps more than $680 million into the Kent, Ottawa  
and Muskegon counties.
The full report is online at www.gvsu.edu/accountability.
Wesorick gives lecture, meets with  
students
Prior to giving a Frederik Meijer Lecture 
presentation, Bonnie Wesorick met  
with nursing students and asked them 
why they chose to become a healer.
Their answers were poignant and 
compassionate, characteristics that 
Wesorick, founder and chair emerita of 
the Clinical Practice Model Resource 
Center in Grand Rapids, said will 
benefit them during their careers. 
“You are entering health care at this 
hard time, with the economy and with 
the challenges health care is facing,” 
Wesorick said on November 7 at the  
Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences.  
“We’re going to need you as young 
leaders to help change the health  
care system.”
More than 300 people attended her evening presentation at the    
Eberhard Center. 
Faculty, staff create ‘Lasting Legacy’
When Mary Seeger and Bill Baum started a campaign to encourage 
faculty and staff members to support scholarships for students, they 
couldn’t have imagined the impact of the legacy they were building. 
Three decades later, a record 51 percent of all  faculty and staff  
members support Grand Valley each year through gifts to scholarships,  
academic programs and capital projects. 
This year, campaign co-chairs Paul Stephenson, professor of statistics, 
and Mary Ann Watters, Regional Math and Science Center assistant, 
hope even more faculty and staff members will create their own 
legacies at Grand Valley by giving to the university’s endowment. 
continued from page 1
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Science day at Griffins game
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
Keith Oliver, associate professor of physics, demonstrates forces 
during collision to area school students on November 9 prior to 
a Grand Rapids Griffins hockey game at Van Andel Arena. Grand 
Valley’s Movement Science, Athletic Training and Physics departments 
displayed hands-on activities related to science and health.
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Bonnie Wesorick, chair emerita of 
Clinical Practice Model Resource 
Center, gives a Meijer Lecture in 
the Eberhard Center November 7.
continues on page 3
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Workshop will feature 
relationship coach
Sponsored by Health and Wellness, a workshop 
will feature the executive director of  
Matchmaker Michigan, who will offer advice  
to faculty and staff members on dating and  
relationships.
“Navigating the Single Life” is set for Tuesday,  
November 15, at noon in the Kirkhof Center,  
room 2263. Kimberly Kanoza will lead the  
workshop to discuss how to move forward  
following divorce, break up or death of a  
partner.
Register for the workshop online at  
www.gvsu.edu/seminar.
Session will address 
bully prevention
A workshop sponsored by the Children’s 
Enrichment Center will address the 
multidimensional features of bullying, how  
bullying impacts the educational community  
and provide resources to promote bullying  
prevention. 
The workshop will take place Wednesday, 
November 16, from noon-1 p.m. in the Kirkhof  
Center, room 2266. RSVP to Sharalle Arnold  
at arnoldsh@gvsu.edu. 
Contact the Children’s Enrichment Center  
at x15437 for more information.
Applications, meeting 
set for Wilson Fellows
Applications are now being accepted for the 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson 
Michigan Teaching Fellows Program at  
Grand Valley. The deadline for applications  
is January 10.
The Fellowship Program, aimed at increasing 
the number of science and mathematics 
teachers, is open to graduating college seniors, 
recent graduates and mid-career or second-
career professionals with degrees in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) who are interested in teaching in 
Michigan’s high-need, urban secondary schools.
Each fellow selected will receive a $30,000 
fellowship in exchange for a three-year 
commitment to teach in a high-need 
secondary school. Fifteen Fellows will be 
selected for admission to each of the June 
2012 and 2013 Grand Valley cohorts. 
An informational meeting has been set for 
Wednesday, November 16, from 5-6 p.m.,  
in Kennedy Hall, room 134.
For more information, contact Loretta Konecki 
at x16652 or visit www.gvsu.edu/ 
teachingfellowships.
Forum on global 
exports outlines new 
financing incentives
The new Michigan State Trade and Export 
Promotion pilot grant to assist exporters will 
be discussed at a forum sponsored by the 
Van Andel Global Trade Center. The event 
will provide companies information on how 
to qualify for expert assistance through new 
export financing incentives as well as updates 
on the many resources available to support 
export activities throughout the state.
Keynote speaker Fred Hochberg, chairman 
and president of Export-Import Bank, will 
discuss the new financing incentives and 
how it works with businesses throughout the 
world facilitating international trade. The 
forum will take place Thursday, November 17, 
from 1:30-5:30 p.m. in the Eberhard Center.
Registration is $15. For more information, 
contact the Van Andel Global Trade 
Center at x16811 or visit www.vagtc.org. 
Other sponsors of the event include Fifth 
Third Bank and Huntington Bank. 
Documentary traces 
history of LGBT 
community in area
Two Grand Valley departments and the 
Grand Rapids Institute for Information 
Democracy have teamed to produce a 
documentary that traces the history of the 
LGBTQ community in West Michigan.
“A People’s History of the LGBTQ Community 
in Grand Rapids” will premiere on Thursday, 
November 17, 6:30 p.m., in the DeVos Center,  
Loosemore Auditorium. The event is free  
and open to the public; discussion will  
follow the screening.
Colette Seguin Beighley, director of the LGBT 
Resource Center at Grand Valley, said more 
than 70 interviews were conducted with 
members of the West Michigan LGBTQ  
community. The interviews from the  
documentary will eventually be accessible  
online in an archive, she said, allowing for 
continued dialogue about the LGBTQ  
community in the area.
The LGBT Resource Center and Grand 
Valley’s Kutsche Office of Local History are 
co-sponsors of this Grand Rapids Institute 
for Information Democracy documentary. 
The documentary includes interviews with 
city leaders and recounts historical events 
like the first Pride Celebration, the battle 
to pass an anti-discrimination ordinance 
in Grand Rapids and the 1990 appearance 
by AIDS Quilt founder Cleve Jones.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
lgbtrc and click on “A People’s History.”
Special performance: 
‘Asher Lev’
A special performance of “My Name is Asher 
Lev,” Aaron Posner’s adaptation of Chaim 
Potok’s novel, will be performed Sunday, 
November 20, 3 p.m., at the DeVos Center, 
Loosemore Auditorium. This performance 
is in conjunction with the 2012 Year of 
Interfaith Understanding, designed to 
cultivate peace through community interest 
and understanding of all faith traditions.
This show follows a run of performances 
at Spectrum’s Black Box Theatre and 
will be followed by an interfaith panel 
discussion. Tickets, $18 general admission, 
$15 seniors and $5 students, are available 
online at www.jtgr.org, or by calling the 
Spectrum Box Office at (616) 234-3946.
The play presents Asher Lev, a young Hasidic 
Jew in New York with an astonishing talent 
for art and a deep connection to his religious 
faith and family. His two conflicting loyalties 
come to a head in this poignant coming of 
age story when young Asher is forced to 
make a difficult decision between family 
and vocation, and between his love for 
God and his desperate need to make art.
For more information about the 2012 
Year of Interfaith Understanding, visit 
www.2012gr.org, or call x15702.
What’s Ahead
Across Campus
All gifts to endowed scholarships, centers and 
programs will be matched again this year, 
doubling the impact of gifts to those funds.
Initial information about this year’s 
campaign, “A Lasting Legacy,” has been sent 
to faculty and staff members recently.
For more information about the campaign, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/giving/fscampaign or contact  
Shaun Shira, University Development, at  
x16520 or shirash@gvsu.edu.
Wood earns 
AdvancEd award
Timothy Wood, special assistant to the 
president for Charter Schools, was recently 
awarded an Excellence in Education award.
The state-level award was presented by 
AdvancEd, an education company, during 
a ceremony on November 9 in Lansing. 
Wood was honored for his service to the 
educational community and for demonstrating 
unparalleled leadership in promoting and 
advancing excellence in education. Timothy Wood, center, receives an award from 
AdvancEd for his service and leadership.
continued from page 2
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Sketches
Steve Glass, associate dean of the Brooks 
College of Interdisciplinary Studies and 
professor of movement science, gave a 
presentation, “Effects of a Learning Trial on 
Self-Selected Resistance Training Load,” at the 
International Forum on Sports Medicine  
and Neurology in China.
Michigan Small Business and Technology 
Development Center received a grant from the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
for the Entrepreneurial Support Services 
Business Accelerator Fund 2011 program.
Christen Pearson, associate professor of 
English, gave presentations, “‘I’ve Learned the 
Language — Now What Do I Do With It?”:  
Supporting the New Horizon of Pragmatics,” 
and “Bullying, ELLs, and the Additional 
Confound of Disabilities,” at the Michigan 
Teachers of English to Speakers of Other  
Languages Conference; and “New Horizons:  
Striding into the Future,” at Western Michigan  
University.
Patricia Clark, professor of writing, and 
Steven Sorman, former Padnos chair of 
art and design, had their project, “(T)here,” 
purchased by the Spenser Collection at the 
New York Public Library. Clark also wrote a 
poem, “Courting Risk: Thoughts on Basketball 
and Poetry,” published in Fast Break to Line 
Break: Poets on the Art of Basketball. 
Amy Russell, assistant professor of biology, 
was elected to the Board of Directors of the 
North American Society for Bat Research.
Brian Van Doeselaar, associate controller, gave 
a presentation, “The Check is in the Email,” at  
the Payments Authority Concepts Conference  
in Mt. Pleasant.
Political science faculty members John 
Constantelos and Polly J. Diven co-wrote an 
article, “The Domestic Foundations of  
Confidence in the United Nations,” published  
in Peace Studies Journal.
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, 
wrote an article, “Serving Publics: International 
Theater Festivals and Their Global Audiences,” 
published in the International Journal of 
the Humanities and Social Sciences.    
Jeff Sykes, assistive technology coordinator 
for Disability Support Resources, gave a 
presentation, “iPad, iPod, and iPhone Apps  
for Students With Disabilities,” at the  
Michigan Association on Higher Education  
and Disability Conference.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., Nov. 14
Noon: HR Career Services Workshop: 
“Creating Presentations: Strategies and 
Shortcuts,” by Noreen Savage. 1104 KC. Call 
x12215 for more information.
1:30 p.m.: Excellence Series: “Conducting 
Efficient and Effective Meetings,” by 
Christine Rener and Dana Munk. 2263 KC. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
8 p.m.: Perugino String Quartet. CDC. Call 
x13484 for more information.
Tues., Nov. 15
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Divorce 
Recovery Group. 2264 KC. Call x12215 for 
more information. 
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “Navigating 
the Single Life,” by Kimberly Kanoza.   
2663 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to 
register.
4 p.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs hosts 
“Two Spirits” documentary. 2250 KC. Call 
x12177 for more information.
8 p.m.: Cello Fest with Louise Dubin, lecture 
and recital. 1325 PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information.
Wed., Nov. 16
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
Noon: Children’s Enrichment Center hosts 
“Bullying: Understanding the School Yard 
Epidemic.” 2266 KC. Call x15437 for more 
information.
Noon: Arts at Noon Series: Cello Fest, led by 
Pablo Mahave-Vegilia. CDC. Call x13484 
for more information.
Noon-2 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts 
Wellness Wednesdays. 107C DEV. Call 
x12215 for more information.
Noon: Women’s Center hosts “Her Story” by 
Danielle DeMuth. 2204 KC. Call x12748 for 
more information. 
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 1142 
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/w_commission/ 
for information. 
6 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film 
Series, “Incendies.” 114 LMH. Call x12195 
for more information.
Thurs., Nov. 17
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Alzheimer’s 
Support Group. 2264 KC. Call x12215 for 
more information.
1-4 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts 
Passport Fair. 130 LOH. Call x13898 for 
more information.
2 p.m.: Excellence Series: “Crucial 
Conversations: Tips for Talking When 
Stakes are High,” by Sean Huddleston. 
2270 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to 
register.
2 p.m.: International Faculty and Friends hosts 
“Celebrate Jamaica!” HON. Call x12358 for 
more information.
4 p.m.: Native American Heritage Month 
Event: “The Massacre at Wounded Knee 
Creek,” by Lani Van Eck. 215 EC. Call 
x12177 for more information.
6:30 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center hosts “A 
People’s History of the LGBTQ Community 
in Grand Rapids,” film screening and dis-
cussion. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x12530 for more information.
Fri., Nov. 18
2 p.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs hosts 
CinemAwareness, “Trudell.” 1240 KC. Call 
x12177 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Theater performance: “Crimes 
of the Heart.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
ticket information.
Sat., Nov. 19
7:30 p.m.: Theater performance: “Crimes 
of the Heart.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
ticket information.
Sun., Nov. 20
8 p.m.: Bandorama: Laker Marching Band. 
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more informa-
tion.
Sports
Wed., Nov. 16
7 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts University of 
Michigan-Dearborn. 
Sat., Nov. 19
3 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Bellarmine 
University.
